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Dear Friends of Islands of Brilliance,

Gnomes, Aliens, Monsters, and more! Although life during 2021 was often confusing 
and, unpredictable, our students continued to amaze us every day! They demonstrated 
resilience, perseverance, and fearless creativity. They engaged in the community and 
encouraged and supported one another. They laughed and learned while becoming their 
best selves. So while 2021 was a challenging year, there was a lot to be thankful for at 
Islands of Brilliance. 

We offered expanded distance learning options enabling us to serve students coast to 
coast. With careful planning, we were also able to resume in-person programming. In  
August we launched the Urban Gnome Project—hosted at each of the three Urban 
Ecology Center (UEC) branches. Our Brilliant Breakfast Club participants were back to 
ordering waffles at restaurants and meeting afterward for peer-to-peer discussions. And 
we found a temporary home at UWM’s Lubar Entrepreneurship Center where we held 
Alien Monster Invasion and Holiday Hullabaloo workshops. 

Going virtual hasn’t slowed down our Digital Academy students: they designed stress 
relief devices for dental visits, critiqued Rangam’s online user interface/experience;  
created amazing clothing designs for Kohl’s; animated digital versions of the Urban 
Gnomes for the UEC’s Hike MKE, and developed a social awareness campaign for mental 
health targeted at young adults. That is an impressive list of projects for our DA students!

Our biggest fundraising event, Colors & Chords was back! We were excited to once again 
gather together for Colors & Chords #7. Although it was a bit smaller than in the past,  
it was a very successful event with uplifting music, creativity, and celebration! It was  
wonderful to be together again. 

2021 also brought some exciting recognition for the organization. IOB was honored to 
be recognized as a 2021 Force for Positive Change winner by Wisconsin Alumni Research 
Foundation and Marquette University for its COVID-19 pivot to virtual learning. In addition, 
our own Margaret Fairbanks was recognized for her work in the community as one of 
2021’s Women of Influence by the Milwaukee Business Journal. Margaret has also been 
invited to join Governor Evers’ Council on Autism. Great job Margaret!

Islands of Brilliance continues to make a difference in the lives of our students and 
families. We are more committed than ever to preparing our students for entering the 
workforce and changing society’s perception of individuals with autism of individuals with 
autism. We know there are exciting developments in our future and look forward to  
meeting the challenges that lie ahead. 

Kelly Scott
Board Chair



FY 2021 Operating Revenues
FY 2021 Operating Expenses

$533,716 $558,716
+25% vs. 2020 +13% vs. 2020

74%  Programming
14%  Administration
12% Fundraising

41%  Private/Corporate Grants
37%  Earned Income
11% Fundraising Events
11% Individual Contributions

O u r  M i s s i o n

By using creativity, technology, and one-to-one guidance, 

we are positively changing personal perceptions of self 

and promoting broader community views of those on the 

autism spectrum from people with disabilities to people 

with capabilities.

Financials are reported on an accrual basis.



IOB was presented a Force for Positive 
Change Award from the Wisconsin Alumni  
Research Foundation (WARF) and Marquette 
University for the innovative and impactful way 
we effectively managed the pivot to virtual 
learning in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.

IOB’s Cofounder and Chief Education Officer, 
Margaret Fairbanks, was chosen by the 
Milwaukee Business Journal as a Woman of 
Influence for her work helping students build 
life skills, confidence, and encouraging them 
to reach their true potential. In addition, 
Margaret was also appointed to Governor 
Evers’ Autism Council where she will advise on 
strategies for implementing statewide support 
and services for children with autism. 

Amy Mason, IOB’s Director of Integrated 
Learning, was recognized nationally by the 
NBCOT (National Board for Certification in 
Occupational Therapy) and received the  
Innovation Award for her efforts developing the 
client-centered and community-based Digital 
Academy curriculum. 
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Private Foundations
Bader Philanthropies, Inc.
Crum Family Charitable 
  Foundation
Dan and Lynn Tarrence Family  
  Foundation
Dorothy Inbusch Foundation
Ellenbecker Investment Group 
  Charitable Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Association 
  of Realtors Youth Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation- 
  The Edith C. and J. Oscar 
  Greenwald Fund
Green Bay Packers Foundation
La Crosse Community Foundation
Morgridge Family Foundation
One Hope Foundation 
Pilot Club of Milwuakee
Richard G. Jacobus Foundation
Stackner Family Foundation
Steigleder Charitable Trust
The Gardner Foundation
The Heil Family Foundation
Walmart Foundation
We Energies Foundation
Wisconsin Alumni Research 
  Foundation & Marquette 
  University - Force for  
  Positive Change
Wisconsin State Council 
  Knights of Columbus 
Wispact, Inc.

Corporate Donors & 
Community Partners
88Nine Radio Milwaukee
Amazon Smile
Ariens
Boelter + Lincoln
C2 
Core Creative
Cramer-Krasselt
Drivers Ed of WI LLC
Dynamic Color Solutions
Enthusiast Approved, LLC  
  dba Mimosa
Epic Creative
Glorioso’s Italian Market
Hanson-Dodge

Hoffman York
InCheck
Indeed Brewing
Kate’s Caring Cookies
Kohl’s
Laughlin Constable
Northwest Events / Northwest 
  Family & Activity Center
Northwestern Mutual
Old National Bank
Rangam
Serve
United Wholesale Mortgage
UW-Milwaukee Lubar  
  Entrepreneurship Center
Urban Ecology Center
Zero Studios

Individual Donors
Cory & Jeremy Ampe
Nancy Appel
Lee Ann & Gregory Aronson
Louis Areddia
Mitchell Brachmann
Eli Bretl
John & Kathryn Buono
Jeff & Martha Carrigan
Michele Caskey
Eiizabeth Cavanaugh
Todd Cullen
Tanika Davis
Richard & Dixie Deines
Dan Depies
Facebook
Christopher Fairbanks
Gregory & Carole Fait
Roger J. Fleming
Rob & Amy Franks
Andy Gallion
Jana Gasiokriewicz
Tom & Lynn Gerdes
Kim Gerdes
The Gillman Family
Neil & Barb Goodwin
LaKesha Gordon
Andy Gorzalski
Jacob Gould
Donovan Green
Alicia Grzenia
Elizabeth Harrup
David Hoose

Nydia Mauras-Jones &  
  Robert Jones
Karen Juzenas
Kathleen Kase
Karen Keene
Sherrill Knezel
Benjamin Koch
Michelle Kuehnel
Chad Lang
Robin LaRoy
Stephanie & Edward Lazzeroni
Kaitlyn LeMay
Nick & Becca MacCudden
Alice & Kersten Mack
Anne Mank
Amy & Marvin Mason
Robert & Barb Monnat
Jill & Kent Morin
Matthew Leisch & Kim Moroni
Novy O’Connell
Steve & Michelle Pape
Alison Peetz
Jenna Peggs
Emily Peters
Tyler Potter
Laura Powley
Nicole Powley
Matt & Mary Quinn
Robert Rauh
Joseph Regan
Jason & Kathryn Reimer
Justine & Mike Roe
Arjun Sawhney
Beth & Mark Schall
Larry Schmitt
Jane Schneider
James Schwertfeger
Kelly & Frank Scott
Patsy Sebben
Cindi & Damani Short
Sheila & Brian Siegel
Barbara Sorenson
Michael Stodola
Brian Thompson
Brian & Carolyn Timmis
Helen Traudt
Charlie Uihlein
John Warczak
Sara Wiles
Kay Williams
Martha Wilson

Thank you to the foundations, corporations, community partners, and individuals who 
provided financial and in-kind support in 2021 for programming and operations.

G r a t i t u d e



2021 Fast Facts: 6,008 hours of programming provided; 203 Doodle Lounge sessions; 24 kokedamas created 
during Urban Gnome Project; 107.23 GB of Dropbox storage used; 432 slices of pizza served to staff, mentors, 
volunteers, and donors at the Urban Pizza Farm; 729 times “You’re on mute” was said; 1,120 still frames of stop 
motion taken; 7,200 seconds of peace provided in the Zen Den at Colors & Chords; 468,000 steps taken during 
the Urban Gnome Project; 197 “Scary Alerts” announced during workshops; 2,880 minutes of Lighthouse  
programming for parents; 688 miles driven to Colors & Chords from two longtime students from Minnesota.


