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Dear Friends of Islands of Brilliance,

This past year brought challenges no one could have foreseen. As schools were 
closed, social activities canceled, and everyone forced to stay home, we realized 
that community, connection, and creativity were needed more than ever.  

We will be a light...  

As 2020 unfolded this quickly became our mission. We were committed to 
bringing light to our community during these uncertain times. It was a call to 
action to find a way to continue to serve our students. Our in-person workshops 
became online workshops, our group activities moved to Zoom rooms, and 
student conversations over breakfast went virtual. Not only did we continue 
to offer our core workshops, but we also expanded our programming and are 
now serving students coast to coast.  
 

• We developed three tiers of distance learning programming for students 
at every skill level: Sandbox, our most accessible programs for creating 
and connecting, Foundation, student-driven with 1:1 mentorships, and 
Academy, apprentice instruction with design thinking methodologies.  

• We implemented the Concierge Approach, assisting families in determining 
which level of programming is appropriate for their students.  

• Highlights of our new programming developed in 2020 include our 
Question of the Day, Doodle Lounge, Natterdays, Smactivities, and 
private mentoring. Lighthouse Conversations was created to provide 
weekly support and community for parents and caregivers. 

• Our biggest fundraiser, Colors & Chords, traveled to Gratitude Island, a 
virtual world imagined and created by Foresight Studios with the help of 
our own Digital Academy students.

• We continued to offer our popular 2D and 3D Foundation workshops 
and our pre-employment advanced design Digital Academy with an 
increased enrollment over the previous year. 
 

Even amid uncertainty and change, we found ways to create the ideal 
learning environment for our students to build on their abilities to achieve 
new goals and reach new heights. Our brilliant students continue to amaze us!

While it was certainly a challenging year, we are proud of what we have  
accomplished. We know that our programming was often the only activity our 
students had providing support, engagement, and offering a creative outlet.  
Although our classes looked very different this year, the outcomes remained 
the same. We witnessed our students develop self-confidence, express their 
creativity, master technology, and improve their communication skills while 
building important connections to their peers and mentors.  

We are committed to continuing to be the light for all who need our services 
and hope to shine even brighter in the coming year.
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Our Mission

By using creativity, technology, and one-to-one guidance, we are  

positively changing personal perceptions of self and promoting broader 

community views of those on the autism spectrum from people with 

disabilities to people with capabilities.

FY 2020 Operating Revenues

$425,611 $492,737
-19% vs. 2019 +35% vs. 2019

FY 2020 Operating Expenses

78.0%  Programming
11.5%  Administration
10.5% Fundraising

44.1%  Private/Corporate Grants
35.6%  Earned Income
10.8% Fundraising Events
  9.5% Individual Contributions



Private Foundations
Autism Speaks
Bader Philanthropies, Inc.
Dan & Lynn Tarrence Family Foundation
Dorothy Inbusch Foundation
First Business Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Gardner Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Association of Realtors Youth 
     Foundation, Inc.
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation 
   - Jorgensen Family Fund
   - Mary L. Nohl Fund
Evan & Marion Helfaer Foundation
Heil Family Foundation
Nonprofit Management Fund
Potawtomi Hotel & Casino Heart of Canal Street
Stackner Family Foundation
Richard G. Jacobus Family Foundation
Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder Charitable Trust
Walmart Foundation
We Energies Foundation

Corporate Donors & 
Community Partners
Adobe, Inc.
Big Shoes Network
C2
Core Creative
Colectivo Coffee Roasters, Inc.
Dynamic Color Solutions, Inc.
Elmbrook Launch
Foresight Studios
Goodwill Industries of Southeastern Wisconsin & 
  Metropolitan Chicago
Northwestern Mutual
Serpentijn Art & Athletics
Size 43 Films
Urban Ecology Center
Wisconsin State Fair
Xerox

Individual Donors
Amazon Smile
Tracey Andrus
Louise Areddia
Lee Ann Aronson
Emily Bahling
Benevity Fund
Big Dog Plumbing
Margaret Bryde
Chelsea Budde
John and Kathryn Buono
Jeff and Martha Carrigan
Elizabeth Cavanaugh
Kelly Cieslak
Elizabeth Compton
Christopher and Kirsten Corbell
JoEllen Currie
Romke de Haan
Christina DeCheck
Richard and Dixie Deines
Dan Depies
Sean Donnelly
Niklas Eden
Facebook
Carole and Gregory Fait
Steve and Jenny Farr
Katherine Fiorita
Rob and Amy Franks
Jamie Fraundorf
Tom Gill
Debra and Gerald Gillman
Neil and Barb Goodwin
LaKesha Gordon
Jacob and Erin Gould
Kevin and Ryann Greve
Jerry and Mary Higgins
Milton Hwang
Indeed Brewery
Anthony Jesmok
Matt Juzenas
Karen Juzenas
Benjamin Koch

Kathy Lis Kase
Kersten and Alice Mack
Marvin and Amy Mason
Nydia Mauras Jones
Allison Miller
John and Kiko Molitor
Bob and Barb Monnat
Brenda Neigbauer
Novy O’Connell
Emily Peters
Patrick Pfohl
Jeanne & Scott Powley
Robert Rauh
Joe Regan
Mike and Justine Roe
Lisa Roemer
Marc and Beth Schall
Katherine Schmidt
Larry Schmitt
Frank and Kelly Scott
Dale Shidler
Josh Smerick
Leona Spector
Randal Sprecher
John and Millisa Sprecher
Mike Stefaniak
Dan and Lynn Tarrence 
Brian Thompson
Helen Traudt
United Way Chicago
Brittany Watson
Shari Weingrod
Merrick and Barbara Wells
Sara Wiles
Jeffrey and Martha Wilson
Peter Wilt
Michael Wisniewski
Kirk Woellert

Thank you to the foundations, corporations, community partners, and individuals who provided 
financial and in-kind support in 2020 for programming and operations.
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